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Library Hours
Monday-Thursday
9-9
Friday
9-6
Saturday
9-5
Sunday
Closed
Board Meetings
Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 pm
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 pm
Public is welcome!
Library closings
Monday, January 2, 2017
Monday, January 16, 2017
February 20, 2017
Teen Book Club
Monday, January 23, 7:00 pm
Monday, February 13, 7:00 pm
January 23: “The Star Touched
Queen” by Roshani Chokshu
February 13: “Three Dark Crowns”
by Kendare Blake
Group is open to all teens ages 12 and
up. Grab a copy of the book from the
library and join us for snacks.

From the Director
4 + 5 = 45 (AND YOU THOUGHT IT WAS 9…)
Assuming that you are older than 45—dangerous assumption—do you remember what you
were doing when you were 45? Or, do you recall what was going on in your life 45 years ago?
Forty-five is not a magic number. As anniversaries go, it offers no particular glamour. Still,
there’s something about five-year intervals of time that invite acknowledgement.
When I turned 45, I was the father of a five-month-old son. A few years earlier, I had received
news from the eye doctor: I needed bifocals. Or…45 years ago, I was 20, in college, and voted
for the first time. Won’t reveal for whom I voted. Believe it or not, I grew up with warnings
from my parents that I should never discuss politics—including for whom one voted—a woman’s age, or anyone’s income, in polite company. Same for religion. But moving right along...
In 1972, the Alpha Park Public Library added “District” to its name, following a March referendum. The library, in a building now missing from the landscape on the east side of Airport
Road, had been dedicated in December, 1971, with then-Lt. Governor Paul Simon attending. (Later, he would speak at the dedication of the library’s addition on the west side of Airport
Road, completed in 1995.) All this, after initial groundwork for a library had begun in 1970,
with volunteer outreach to residents of the Limestone Community High School District, later
expanded to Illini Bluffs.
District status allowed the library to levy taxes, becoming an independent unit of local government with an elected board. APL was better positioned to receive state and federal grants, and
to participate more completely in continuing education and consulting for staff and trustees,
provided by the State Library and the area Illinois Valley Library System.
Lending and borrowing of books and other materials from libraries around the region, state, and
country…membership in a large group of libraries using the same computerized system…these
benefits, and more besides, became open to Alpha Park Library as it moved into district library
status.
I noted above that, with advancing age, I faced new realities—bifocals!—and in the lead-up to
2017, the library has had to deal with age. Thus, scaffolding and new walls, LED lights in the
parking lot, and a brand-new parking lot for overflow/staff parking have unfolded before our
eyes. We’re not done yet. As 2017 draws closer—I’m writing in 2016—plans may be afoot for
modest celebrations of our birth-year as a district. I can’t tell you what they are, as the “afoot”
part hasn’t begun yet. But stay tuned.
As always, thanks for supporting your public library. We wouldn’t have made it to 45 without
the public’s goodwill and hard work on Alpha Park’s behalf.

John Richmond
Director

Youth Services
Winter Storytimes are held in six-week sessions throughout the year. Sessions may include books, fingerplays, crafts, songs, games and/or
videos. Children should be the appropriate ages at the first class of each session.
Book Babies: Parents/caregivers with babies aged 12-24 months are invited to the library for activities. Songs, creative time, group play
and resource ideas will be shared.
Wednesdays, 10:00 to 10:30 am
January 18, 25
February 1, 8, 15, 22
Toddlertime: Storytime for 2-year olds with an adult.
Tuesdays, 10:00 to 10:30 am
January 17, 24, 31
February 7, 14, 21
Bookworms: Storytime for ages 3 to 6.
Tuesdays, 10:30 to 11:00 a.m.
January 17, 24, 31
February 7, 14, 21
Wednesdays, 1:00 to 1:30 p.m.
January 18, 25
February 1, 8, 15, 22
Thursday Tales: Storytime for 2 and 3 year olds with an adult.
Thursdays, 10 to 10:30 a.m.
January 19, 26
February 2, 9, 16, 23
Stories on the Steps: Storytime for ages 3 to 8.
Thursday evenings, 6:30 to 7:00 p.m.
January 19, 26
February 9, 16, 23

Just for Teens

Special Events

Teen Board
Thursday, January 5, 7:30 to 8:30 pm
Thursday, February 9, 7:30 to 8:30 pm
Teen Board members must be in 7th through 12th grades and have
a library card. Show up or call Youth Services at 697-3822, extension 14 for more information.

Make-It, Take-It
Saturday, January 14, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Saturday, February 11, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Children ages 4 through 4th grade along with their parent or caregiver are invited to make a special craft in the Youth Services Department anytime between 10:00 and 3:00 p.m. Parental assistance
required. No drop-offs, please!

Teen Coffee House and Open Mic Night
Friday, January 27, 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Do you read or write poetry, play an instrument, enjoy being dramatic or just want to show off your unique talent? If so, take advantage of Alpha Park’s Open Mic Night! Teens in 7th-12th grade
are invited to perform at this event. Come to enjoy drinks, snacks,
friends and free entertainment!

Construction Club
Tuesday, January 31, 3:30 to 5:00 pm
Tuesday, February 21, 3:30 to 5:00 pm
Attention architects! Builders can now us join MONTHLY for a
building challenge and some free design time. Materials will be provided. No registration required. Come by and join the fun!

Players Tournament
Saturday, February 25, 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Open gaming for teens in 7-12 grades. Bring your own materials or
use ours. Board and card game supplies provided. You may bring
your own beverage; snacks are provided.

Harry Potter Book Night
Thursday, February 2, 7:00 to 8:30 pm
Harry Potter Book Night is a worldwide celebration created by
Bloomsbury, the publisher of Harry Potter. We will join worldwide
wizard fans to celebrate all things HP along with this year’s theme of
the Professors of Hogwarts. Get ready to attend classes- there will
be a quiz! We will also make a wand, get sorted, and enjoy delicious
treats. For all ages.
STEAMPLAY Saturday
Saturday, February 25, 10:00 to 11:00 am
Saturdays are for play! 3-6 graders can join as we play and test out
different science principles. This month: Magnets.

Comic Art Club

Thursday January 5, 6:00 to 7:00 pm and February 2, 6:00 to 7:00 pm

Do you like to draw? Do you like manga or graphic novels? Come join us! Kids 10 and up are invited to enjoy snacks, draw, and socialize. All
materials and supplies provided.

Adult Programs
Technology Classes
Introduction to Goodreads
Thursday, January 5, 7:00 pm
Come join us when we host an informational session on Goodreads! Learn how to catalog all the books you have read, get tailored recommendations, and interact with your favorite authors.
Basic Microsoft Word
Monday, January 9, 7:00 pm
Need some help figuring out Microsoft Word? During this one hour class, we will cover the basics of Microsoft Word including the different
tools, options, and how to print and save. This class is perfect for beginners or those who need a quick refresher.
Library E-Book Class
Tuesday, January 10, 10:30 am or Wednesday, January 11, 7:00 pm
Learn how to download free e-books from the library website!
Introduction to Computer Basics
Thursday, January 19, 10:00 am or Thursday, February 16, 10:00 am
In one hour, you will learn some of the basic skills you will need to operate a computer. Ideal for those who need to learn the very basics, the
class will cover how to use a mouse and keyboard, how to navigate a computer, and how to open and use programs.
Basic iPad Class
Thursday, January 26, 7:00 pm
This class is designed to help you get to know your iPad better. The class will explore the basics including how to change your setting, how to
interact with the device, and discover the world of apps. Bring your iPad and let us know what tricks you've found.
Introduction to Microsoft Powerpoint
Monday, January 30, 7:00 pm
In one hour, we will learn some of the basic skills you need to use Microsoft Powerpoint. We will cover transitions, slide design, and basic
Microsoft skills.
Introduction to Microsoft Excel
Monday, February 27, 7:00 pm
During this class, we will cover the basic functions of Microsoft Excel including columns, cells, and formatting. Ideal for beginners or those
who just want to brush up on their knowledge.
One-on-One Help
Call the Information Desk at (309) 697-3822 x.13 to set up a time to get help with your device or learn how to download free eBooks or audiobooks from the library. It’s free and we’re way more patient than your kids!

Friends of the Alpha Park Public Library
In 2016, the Friends led many of us down the garden path—the path of the Friends’ wildly successful garden walk, which netted over
$2,000. All fundraisers benefit the library. Latest project? New shelving for Young Adult books and graphic novels. Cost? About
$5,000. We are grateful for the Friends’ generosity. Next BIG fundraiser? A book sale in June. The Friends meet at 10:30 am at the library. Next dates? January 10 and February 14. All are invited to attend, so come on down!

Book Discussion
2nd Thursday of Every Month, 2:30 to 3:30 pm
January: “In a Dark, Dark Wood” by Ruth Ware
February: “My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s
Sorry” by Frederick Backman
Copies of the books are available for check out one month before
the discussion. Please let us know if you prefer a sound recording or
large print edition of the book and we’ll try out best to get it.

Special Events
Winter Health Challenge!
This winter the library offers many programs to get you motivated and moving. Join us for any of the programs and watch for
weekly health challenges at the library. Registration for all events is required. Call the Information Desk at 309-697-3822 x.13
Biggest Loser Information Meeting
Saturday, January 21, 10:00 am
Weigh-ins weekly, every Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
Prizes awarded to weekly “losers”
$50 cash for the Biggest Loser (by percentage lost)
New anonymous registration and reporting

Hula Hooping for Fun and Exercise
Tuesday, January 31, 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Want a fun way to burn those calories? Join us at the Butler
Haynes Pavilion in Mapleton for this free class.

Alpha Park Library Walks
Thursdays, 5:45 pm beginning February 2
Come to Alpha Park Pavilion on Thursdays for group walking. It’s a great way to meet people and keep that New Year’s
resolution.

Healthy Habits and Positive Living
Tuesday, February 7, 7:00 pm
Make 2017 a healthier and more positive year! Join us at the
library for a seminar by Adrienne Sutherland, the Pekin Hospital Community and Health and Wellness coordinator, on
how to make more positive choices.

Swing Dance: Learn the Basics
Friday, February 10, 7:00 pm
Join us at the Butler Haynes Pavilion in Mapleton to learn
some swing moves. The price is $2.00 a person. Bring your
partner and learn some steps.

Yoga with Kirsten Hedden
Tuesday, February 21, 6:00 pm
Come on down to the Butler Haynes Pavilion and learn some
basic yoga, with expert Kirsten Hedden. This program is free,
so there is no reason to miss out!.

Family Game Day
Sunday, February 26, 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Bring the whole family to the Hollis Recreation center on
Sunday, February 26. There will be a variety of games available to play. Did we mention its free?

Werq: A Wildly Addicting Cardio Dance Workout
Tuesday, February 28, 6:00 pm
Join us at the Butler Haynes Pavilion in Mapleton for an addicting,, and free, dance workout class. Have some fun while
burning those calories.







Cookbook Club
1st Monday of Every Month, 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Come join the Cookbook Club and share delicious recipes
made by other library members. Bring a copy of your favorite
recipe, and a sample if you wish, to the Cookbook Club and
share it with the group. All adults are welcome to attend and
share their tips and tricks with the rest of the group. Register
for this program by calling the library at 697-3822, x.13.
January: No meeting because of the Holiday
February: Superbowl Appetizers

