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As we come into spring, we are reminded that time is always moving
forward. Renewal is inevitable and change will always come. I am very
eager, like all of us, for things to “return to normal.” I do know that things
have been different for so long now that any appearance of normal will
surely seem strange and unusual in its own right. I am, however, looking
forward to the little things that make warmer weather so much fun. I am
longing for flowers, fresh green leaves on the trees, birds chirping, and
sunshine!
 
When spring begins to bloom and we slowly start to return to
our sunshine-lit spaces, many of us may look and feel very different. Here at
the library, our springtime activities will still be limited. Our programs will
continue to be virtual. Our hours will continue to be reduced. While this is not
the spring we have traditionally had, it is the one we will have this year. We
are all working to keep things safe. 
 
We do have some fun and exciting things planned that we hope will still meet
the needs of all our wonderful patrons. Our seed garden is still going strong
and now is the time when we should be starting our spring seedlings. Come
in and grab a few or leave a few from last year’s harvest. 
 
For books about changing seasons, there was one book that did help me
through this long gray winter: Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in
Difficult Times by Katherine May. This book was a good guide to slowing
down and dealing with the sense of isolation many of us often feel when we
are not able to meet with friends in the park or have a picnic with the kiddos
outside. With her guided perspective, May was able to walk me through
those long gray days with stories of freezing fun experiences and reflective
long nights. She reminds her readers that grace is not something that just
happens; we have to continually work towards being gracious to each other
and most importantly to ourselves. My hope is that grace and kindness
continue to bloom and blossom in our library as the sun makes its return to
our hemisphere. 

 

Melissa Sierra, Director
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Registration Begins May 17

 

Why wait? Start your next great read and knock out those summer reading
goals. This year, you can work independently on our Beanstack app to
record your progress. Watch for the note to come home from school, or

contact us beginning May 17 for more information.

Library Closings

Saturday, April 3
Monday, May 31

Thursday, March 18, from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Current Library Hours

Saturday
Sunday

Monday-Friday 10-6
10-5

CLOSED

(subject to change)

Phone: (309) 697-3822

E-mail: alpha@alphaprk.org
Website: alphapark.org

Fax: (309) 697-9681

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

3527 S. Airport Rd.
Bartonville, IL 61607

Reading Colors Your World - 2021 Summer Reading ClubReading Colors Your World - 2021 Summer Reading ClubReading Colors Your World - 2021 Summer Reading Club

Board Meetings
Monday, March 15, 7 p.m.
Monday, April 19, 7 p.m.
Monday, May 17, 7 p.m.



SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Youth Book Club
Mondays, March 22, April 19, & May 24, 3:00 p.m. - Zoom

Ready to read something new? Join us on Zoom as we
discuss a new youth book each month. Titles are
available at the checkout desk one month before the
event. Zoom links will be available on our website
alphapark.org and our social media pages.

Mar: 13 Story Treehouse by Andy Griffiths
Apr: A Light in the Attic by Shel Silverstein
May: Loot by Jude Watson

Construction Club
Entries due March 31, April 30, & May 31

Construction Club gets even more creative! Use what
you have on hand to create an item on the theme. You
can use Legos, clay, food, paper-it's all up to you! Share
the image of your creation on our Facebook Event page.
The day after the due date, a winner will be chosen from
all the entries for a fun prize!

Mar: Bunnies
Apr: Rainbows
May: Flowers

Engineering in Action Series
Thursdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, & May 6, 6:30 p.m. - Zoom

Join us for a six-part series of science fun! We will meet a
local engineer to learn about their career and then we
will work on a science activity together on Zoom. Best for
grades K-5 and family participation is encouraged.
Registration required. To register, go to alphapark.org
and select the "Register for APL Events" button.

Summer Reading Club Official Bookmark
Contest
Entries due May 3

 

Would you like to show off your talent to the entire
Alpha Park Library District? Submit your best
interpretation of the Summer Reading Club theme,
Reading Colors Your World, on a bookmark by May 3!
A winner will be chosen, and their work will be
reproduced as the official Summer Reading Club
bookmark. Submit entries to the Youth Services
Librarian, Sara.
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SPRING STORYHOURS
Posted on YouTube every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. A link to the video will also be posted weekly on
the library's Facebook page.

Make A Wish
March 1-18

Do you know the lore of the four-leaf clover? The four
leaves are said to represent faith, hope, love, and luck.
Come fill out your four-leaf clover with what you'd
wish for and add to our field of wishes display.

Raising Readers
This storyhour is intended for children ages 0-3. It
will include books, rhymes, songs, and movements
designed to foster interaction with a caregiver and
support reading readiness skills.

Mini Melodies
This storyhour is designed to support our pre-and
beginning readers aged 3-6, but many older readers
love it as well! We’ll have stories, songs, movement,
and a simple craft idea around a weekly theme.

Spring Break: Craft Closet Clean Out
March 29-April 3

Happy Spring Break! We're spring cleaning at the
library and sharing some leftover crafts. Who knows
what you will find! Items will change daily and are
available for curbside upon request.

Poetry Month Bookmarks
April 1-30

April is National Poetry Month. We'll have a bookmark
station and poetry starters to help you craft a special
poetry-themed bookmark.

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN
Email or stop by the library to register your young child. You will get a tracking sheet

and app tips for recording your reading together. Your reader will receive prizes along
their journey and we will celebrate our graduates at a special event each year. You'll be

amazed at how quickly 1,000 books fly by. Come by the library to get started today!



Teen Make-It/Take-It Crafts
Saturdays, March 13, April 10, & May 8, 1:00 p.m. - Facebook Live

 

Pick up prepacked kits in Youth Services two weeks before the live event. Work along with us to create something
new. Find us on Facebook: Alpha Park Public Library.

 

Mar: Hologram Projector
Apr: Napkin Folding

May: DIY Herb Garden Starter Kit

All Booked Up @ APL 
Thursdays, March 11, April 8, & May 13, 2:30 p.m. - Zoom

We will select a book and meet monthly via Zoom. Go
to bit.ly/3iwL5Kg to join our All Booked Up @ APL
Bookclubz page.
 

Mar: The Other Mrs. by Mary Kubica 
Apr: Ask Again, Yes by Beth Keane
May: Daisy Jones & The Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Virtual Crafternoon Delight
On the third Thursday of the month, we'll post a pre-
recorded, no-stress-themed crafting video on our
Facebook and YouTube pages suitable for any skill
level.

Mar 18: Egg Button Craft
Apr 15: DIY Found Necklace
May 20: Macrame Outdoor Hanging Lights

Teen Spring Break - Create a Clay Pen
March 29-April 3

Transform a basic pen into a unique work of art!
Kits with instructions available for pick up while
supplies last.

Teen Board
Thursdays, March 11, April 8, & May 6, 7:30 p.m. - Zoom

We've missed you! Teen Board returns virtually for now. If
you are in grades 7 through 12, looking to meet new
friends, and get involved in your community, join us! Email
sara@alphapark.org for the meeting link.
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ADULT PROGRAMS

Financial Literacy Series
Join Jim Poirier of PearTree Financial as he presents a three-
part series in April focused on financial literacy. This is a
zoom event and registration is required for each session.
Sessions will be on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Apr 14: In Case of Emergency: How to Stash Cash & Save
Yourself
Apr 21: SOLD! Financial Facts for Home Buying/Selling
Apr 28: Financial Fitness: Live Your Best Life @ 20/40/60 &
Beyond

Take the Shot: Basic Tips for Taking Better
Pictures
Wednesday, March 10, 7:00 p.m. - Zoom

Local professional photographer Lisa Pallardy will present
basic tips for taking better pictures. Whether you're using a
cell phone or a DSLR, learn how to find the best light,
capture authentic emotion, pose groups, and more to make
your pictures better. Registration required. 

Treat Yo' Self Take & Make Series
Treat yourself to this DIY beauty take & make series. Pick up
the themed kits each month on the dates below (while
supplies last) and watch the pre-recorded video tutorial at
your own pace.

Mar 22: Bubbling Bath Salts
Apr 19: Coconut Coffee Scrub Cubes
May 24: Cocoa Bath Salts

Zoom links are available on the program's Facebook Event page and through
the library's event calendar.

Indoor Seed Starting Secrets for
Gardening Success
Monday, May 3, 7:00 p.m. - Zoom

Corinne Brown, professor of Horticulture at Illinois
Central College, will instruct participants on the
requirements for seed germination and how you can do
it at home to ensure gardening success. Registration
required.


